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About Us

• The Great Lakes ATTC, 

MHTTC, and PTTC  

are funded by the 

Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services 

Administration 

(SAMHSA). 



Funding Statement

This work is supported by the following cooperative 
agreements from the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration:

• Great Lakes ATTC: 1H79TI080207-03

• Great Lakes MHTTC: IH79SM-081733-01

• Great Lakes PTTC: 1H79SP081002-01 



Disclaimer 
This presentation was prepared for the Great Lakes ATTC, MHTTC, and PTTC under a 

cooperative agreement from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 

Administration (SAMHSA). All material appearing in this presentation, except that taken 

directly from copyrighted sources, is in the public domain and may be reproduced or 

copied without permission from SAMHSA or the authors. Citation of the source is 

appreciated. Do not reproduce or distribute this presentation for a fee without specific, 

written authorization from the Great Lakes MHTTC. For more information on obtaining 

copies of this presentation, email greatlakes@MHTTCnetwork.org. 

At the time of this presentation, Elinore F. McCance-Katz, served as SAMHSA Assistant 

Secretary. The opinions expressed herein are the views of the speakers and do not 

reflect the official position of the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS), 

SAMHSA. No official support or endorsement of DHHS, SAMHSA, for the opinions 

described in this document is intended or should be inferred.
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Thank You for Joining 
Us! 
A few housekeeping items:
• Today’s webinar is recorded and is available 

on the Great Lakes ATTC, MHTTC and PTTC 
webpages and the Great Lakes Current 
YouTube channel.

• No CEUs or attendance certificates are 
available for this webinar.

• Please send any general questions regarding 
online resources and recorded webinars to 
the Great Lakes ATTC.



Follow Us On Social Media!

• Facebook and Twitter: 
• @GreatLakesATTC 
• @GMhttc
• @GLPTTC
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The Past: How strains on our 
healthcare system and health 
disparity reflect bias, skepticism 
and low-social trust



Early Modern Cultural Shifts
• Development of Elite Culture

• Changing view of the poor

• Conditional versus Dispositional sources of 
poverty

• Enactment of poverty policing and punishment

• Enlightenment rationalization and codification 
of racial caste



Early America health crises
• 1793 Philadelphia Yellow Fever Epidemic

• 19th-century cholera epidemics

• Civil War trauma
• Lack of care and disease among Freedmen and 

POWs

• Soldiers heart and PTSD

• Eugenics



Flu pandemics: 1918
• Early successes
• American restlessness and resistance to public 

health solidarity
• Organize opposition to public health solidarity
• The conditional suffering of Indigenous/Native 

American communities
• The conditional suffering of African-American 

communities
• (Additional flu pandemics in 1957, 1968)



Scandalous public health 
experiments and Trust

• U.S. Military Experiments on the Public

• “The Tuskegee Study of Untreated Syphilis in 
the Negro Male”

• “Conspiracy” Targeted groups and preventative 
care



The Present: Polarization and 
unaddressed dynamics of 
technology, the memory and the 
politicization of everything



Public Response and 
The Stress of Representation

• HIV/AIDS

• The War on Drugs

• Unequal morbidity and diseases of despair

• The Stress of Fitting In



The Internet: Friend
• Overcoming the misnomer of social distancing

• Mobilizing public information

• Crowdsourcing community intelligence

• Logistical support



The Internet: Aggravator
• Physical distancing isn't what it seems

• Negative affinity groups

• Economics of misinformation

• False sense of connectedness

• Hiding disparity through information overload



The Future: Reimagining health 
care, community engagement and 
technology



The Future: Imagining Solidarity
• Knowledge and Public Policy

• Culturally Aware Planning and Responses

• Communication Technology

• Mapping Underserved Communities 
Overcoming Suspicion 
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